What's So Special About Special Handling Perfins? 


Bob Schwerdt 505L 


For years I haven't added any new material to my 
small group of U.S. Special Handling perfins. I 
wonder why? Perhaps they are so scarce that 
collectors hoard them and swap only for like items? 
Or perhaps not many companies perfinned these 
stamps? 


Perfin checklists have been made for many U.S. 
stamps: airmail, 1902, Kans/Nebr, parcel post, and 
others. However, I don't recall seeing a checklist for 
Special Handling perfins (Scott QE1-4). They are 
those rather plain, green, horizontal stamps intended 
to give parcels the same care as first class mail. 


Scott’s Specialized Catalog lists more varieties of 
these issues than the regular catalog, so there are 
ways, even with this small group, to increase your 
perfin collections. There are wet and dry printings of 
the 10¢, 15¢, and 20¢ issues and color variations of 


the 25¢ issue. In addition, there are certain 
connected letters in "UNITED STATES POSTAGE" 
on the 25¢ value that catalog four to eight times 
those of the normal types. I am not expert enough to 
judge the wet and dry differences, and it is not easy 
to distinguish the color variations because of aging 
and cancellations. The connected letters are easy to 
see with a good magnifier. 


Below is a listing of the known types, as best I can 
determine, including denominations, _ prepers, 
varieties, and postmarks. For those of you who 
collect this specialty, I should appreciate additions to 
this list to give me some idea of what really exists. If 
your list amount to hundreds (or thousands) on 
several pages, I'll be happy to reimburse! 


To answer the title question: scarcity(?) and 
variety(!). 


Perfins found in U.S. Special Handling stamps 


Pattern US Cat # | Denom 
of stamp 
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Perfins found in U.S. Special Handling stamps (cont.) 
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l- D = Dark green variety; P = Preper; V = Variety- Second ‘T’ and ‘A’ of ‘STATES’ joined at top 
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